
 

 

Fairford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting 

Friday 8th June 2018 

Minutes 

Present: Jon Hill, Richard Harrison, Andrew Doherty, Margaret Bishop, Sarah Basley, Roz Capps 

(clerk), Lizzie Garthwaite.  

1. Apologies – none  

 

2. To approve the Minutes of the previous meetings (17th April)  

 

3. Matters arising – No response from GRCC re updating pervious reports. ACTION:  RC to 

chase.  

 

4. To discuss the feasibility study suggested by AECOM. Discussion took place. The SG agreed 

that a feasibility study would fit better in the context of a review of the local Plan and is not 

suitable for Fairford at this time. However, it was acknowledged that there may come a 

point in the future when a larger development for Fairford is considered, necessitating a 

review of the Neighbourhood Plan as well, at which point the SG would work with CDC to 

ensure the best outcome for Fairford.  

 

5. To discuss the updating of the report, including  

 

a. A narrative to explain how we derived the NDP policies and objectives from the 

issues (i.e. incorporating the analysis produced by RH) and showing how the policies 

(when agreed) map to the objectives. 

1. ACTION: RH to draft, then pass to MB to review. 

b. How we are responding to the Traffic Report and why, including an update re FPS 

and the Leafield Road crossing.  

i. The SG agreed to collate the information from various traffic surveys carried 

out in Fairford, and any information on footpaths that the Town Council has 

and create a list of constraints for Highways to consider.  

1. ACTION: RC to send Helix report to LG & AD.  

2. ACTION: RH to progress the updated traffic report.  

c. Discussion of the issues around Horcott lakes (potentially supporting a more general 

policy).  

i. The SG agreed to write a policy that supported the management of the lakes 

going to CWPT, community access to the middle [and lower?] lakes being 

guaranteed, and the practical requirements of the Air base being met. If the 

strategy to achieve this is to allow a developer to build a small development 

at the lakes, then the NDP would allow for this.  

1. ACTION: RC to contact CWPT again re gaining access to the site to 

cost up a management plan.  

d. Other comments to be added to the reasoned justifications for the various policies. 



 

 

i. It was agreed that a. needs to be completed so that all the polices in the 

revised NDP can demonstrate which of the aims and objectives they meet.   

6. Discussion of responses to SA Scoping consultation. 
a. The SG had various comments to make on the SA list sent by AECOM. 

i. ACTION: JH to collate responses and email them to AECOM.  
 

7. To agree how we are approaching the 'surgery/community' site (Land at Escott Halt). 
a. There is a planning application due to be submitted on this site for 8 houses.  the 

pre-app advice from CDC does not give an indication that there are any material 
reasons to refuse the application.  The SG agreed to consider taking out the policy 
regarding reserving the site for community use as it was felt that it would be difficult 
to bring to fruition [although seeking to incorporate some sort of community facility 
might be an option(?)].  

i. ACTION: this site (F39D) should be added to the site assessment list on the 
AECOM email above.  
 

8. To agree our position on the East End site, in the light of CDC's assessment and the feedback 
from the surgery  

a. The SG offered no comment on this site.  
 

9. Updating of Character Appraisal.  
a. The SG discussed whether the Character and Design Assessment was specific 

enough for use by the FTC Planning Committee when considering planning 
applications.  SB stated that the purpose of the document was to support the Design 
policy, and it was not intended to fulfil this wider role. The SG therefore considered 
that this was not time critical for the purposes of the revised plan.  

i. ACTION: SB to send the files via dropbox for the group to consider at their 
leisure.  

The Landscape & Green Spaces document needs [an] entr[y/ies] describing the area 

East of Leafield Road [and the paddock on Coronation Street] which can then be 

referred to in the site assessments.  

 ACTION: SB to add relevant words.  

10. Programme.  
a. Defer to next meeting. 

i. ACTION: RC to add to next Agenda.  
 

11. Dates for next meeting. 

a. Tuesday 26th June at 10.15 in the Barker Room.  

 

12. Any other urgent business 

a. The Hydrology Study has been compromised as the borehole in St Mary’s Drive has 

penetrated a sewer pipe. WRA plan to drill a new hole, but the reporting on that 

won’t be until later in the year.  They still plan to report in July as previously agreed 

and will use the selection of data that they have.  

b. Tim Francis would like to be included on the SG Agendas and will come to the 

meetings if he can. 

c. The Local Plan Inspector’s report has been published.  



 

 

d. The NDP website is very out of date.   

i. ACTION: JH to contact Suzanne Jones with updated information. 

e. AD suggested we could have a better system for sharing information, and said he 

was looking at some alternatives. 


